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Registrations Now Open for AITC 2026 & Conference Artwork by
Bennell Collard Unveiled

Registrations are now officially open for the 12th Australian Indigenous Tourism Conference
(AITC), with Aboriginal tourism operators, industry professionals, government
representatives and tourism stakeholders from across Australia invited to gather in Boorloo
(Perth) from 3-5 November 2026, with early bird rates available for a limited time.

Hosted by the Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators Council (WAITOC), AITC
2026 will be held at Optus Stadium and will explore the theme "Voices of Country: Leading
with Culture’, celebrating Aboriginal leadership, culture, innovation and the growing
contribution of Aboriginal tourism to Australia's visitor economy.

As Australia's premier Aboriginal tourism conference, AITC provides a unique platform for
networking, knowledge sharing, business development and collaboration between tourism
operators, Traditional Owners, government agencies, investors and industry leaders.

WAITOC CEO Robert Taylor said the conference continues to play a vital role in
strengthening Aboriginal tourism businesses and creating opportunities for Aboriginal
communities across Australia.

'AITC is much more than a conference. It is a gathering of Aboriginal voices,
knowledge and leadership from across the country. It provides opportunities for
operators to learn from one another, build partnerships and help shape the future of
Aboriginal tourism in Australia," Mr Taylor said.

With Perth hosting AITC in 2026, we look forward to welcoming delegates from every
state and territory to showcase Western Australia's incredible Aboriginal tourism
experiences and cultural leadership.'
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WAITOC is also proud to unveil the official artwork and logo for AITC 2026, created by
emerging artist Bennell Collard from Dooga Waalitj Healing.

Bennell's artwork captures the spirit of connection, culture, Country and leadership that sits
at the heart of AITC 2026. The artwork will feature prominently throughout conference
branding, promotional materials and delegate communications leading into the event.

Mr Taylor said the artwork reflects the conference's commitment to placing Aboriginal culture
and storytelling at the centre of the visitor economy.

'‘Bennell's artwork 'Moort Kaartdijin Boodja' beautifully captures the essence of our
theme, Voices of Country: Leading with Culture. It represents the connections
between people, place, culture and community that make Aboriginal tourism so
powerful and meaningful.'

Mr Bennnell said, "This piece comes from my connection to Country and the stories
I've grown up with. It's about pathways that have always brought our people together.
| hope it invites others to listen, learn and feel that connection when they come onto
Whadjuk Boodja.'

Moort Kaartdijin Boodja by Bennell Collard

Created for the Australian Indigenous Tourism Conference 2026, this artwork reflects the
theme Voices of Country: Leading with Culture, grounding people in the living stories and
cultural authority of Whadjuk Boodja (Country). The piece maps boodja across land and sea,
encompassing Wadjemup (Rottnest) Ngooloormayup (Carnac) and Meeandip (Garden)
Islands, illustrating the deep connections for Nyungar people between these places as they
have always been known and travelled.

Layered throughout the artwork are ancestral narratives, including the creation stories of the
Wagyl and other Nyungar stories through the symbols depicted. Dotted pathways trace Bidi
(journeys) across the boodja, symbolising movement and connection, while footprints mark
the well-worn paths to and from Kaarta Garup (Kings Park), a significant place for Nyungar
people.

The landscape rises into the Darling Range, representing the Perth hills. Scenes of life are
embedded across the art piece - people hunting, women and men gathering in their own
spaces, and community dancing- reflecting the rhythms of cultural practice and continuity
representing travelling from across and beyond Whadjuk Country speak to gathering and the
strength of coming together.

A deep dark blue layer recalls a time over 60,000 years ago, when sea levels were lower
and people could walk across to Wadjemup, emphasising enduring connection and ancient
pathways. Interwoven throughout is a contemporary thread of tourism, representing visitors
being welcomed onto Country in a way that honours culture, story, and custodianship,
inviting all to listen, learn, and be guided by the voices of Country.
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© Moort Kaartdijin Boodja, by Bennell Collard

For registration information and conference updates, visit www.aitc.org.au.
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