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Statement of Position

WAITOC - Championing Authentic Aboriginal
Tourism Experiences for over two decades

For nearly a quarter of a century, the Western Australian Indigenous Tourism
Operators Council (WAITOC) has proudly championed authentic Aboriginal tourism
and cultural experiences across Western Australia.

WAITOC has a long-standing track record of supporting Aboriginal tourism operators
and promoting experiences that reflect the richness and diversity of the world’s
oldest continuing living cultures - told by Aboriginal people, and in their own voices.

For anyone undertaking an authentic Aboriginal experience with the nation’s
Aboriginal tourism operators, these experiences offer meaningful connection, deeper
understanding and help pave the way toward reconciliation.

It also empowers Aboriginal communities through economic development, cultural
preservation, and the celebration of identity and pride.

WAITOC CEO Robert Taylor said: “l encourage all Australians and visitors to seek
out genuine, community-led Aboriginal cultural experiences. These experiences
provide an opportunity to walk alongside Aboriginal people and celebrate our unique
culture and stories that make Australia special.”
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About WAITOC

e The Western Australian Indigenous Tourism Operators Council (WAITOC) is
the leading industry body for Aboriginal tourism in Western Australia.

e Aboriginal Tourism Western Australia (ATWA) is the charitable arm that
allows prospective philanthropic organisations the direct pathway to support
and enhance economic sustainability and job opportunities for Aboriginal
people, utilising Aboriginal tourism as the vehicle.

e 1In 2021, WAITOC and the WA State Government via Tourism Western
Australia signed a historic $4.32 million agreement for Jina: Western
Australian Aboriginal Tourism Action Plan 2021-2025 towards the
development of new Aboriginal tourism experiences, with funding by the state
government extended for another year until June 2026.
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For more information:

Robert Taylor
Chief Executive Officer, WAITOC (Perth based)
M: 0419921946 E: ceo@waitoc.com
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